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Four Wonderful Years with KAHF!

It was March, 2013 and I was at official dinner in
Islamabad hosted by Japan’s Ambassador to Pakistan for
the newly selected Govt. of Japan’s MEXT scholars. There
I met a Pakistani professor who had graduated from Kyoto
University in 1994. He narrated his exciting experience
with KAHF at Kyoto and recommended me to join as well.
I found him full of praise for Japanese hospitality.
Thereupon, I had made up my mind to join KAHF during
my stay in Kyoto as well.

Now almost four years have passed since I landed in Japan.

I was fortunate enough to be bestowed with the
benevolence of Sakata family when they accepted to be my
host family. Before this I had never imagined that I could
have another family in Japan as well. Since the day I met
with Okaasan, Otousan and their family, Japan ceased to
exist like a foreign country anymore. It always looked so
mine and closer to my heart.

Life in Japan has come so natural to me in many ways. I
have been living here with my wife and two kids. Ammar
and Samara have grown up here. They go to Hoikuen and
enjoy all colors of life with their teachers and friends. But
the thing which excites me most about them is the fact that
they have grandparents in Pakistan and, at the same time,
Obaachan and Ojiichan in Japan. This is really a unique
entitlement which I suspect only a few people could have
in their Lives.

Me and my family were also lucky to have support and
guidance from our host family on a number of different
occasions during our stay. My daughter had a surgery two
years ago and the support and care we received from
Okaasan and Otousan was overwhelming. We have many
sweet memories with them which have made our stay in
Japan thoroughly wonderful. Be it the family get together
on the eve of new year or Okaasan and Otousan’s visit to
our place to inquire about our well-being, it is always
delightful to interact with them. The sincerity and love we
received in the previous years is truly priceless and
extraordinary.

Our interaction with KAHF was an opportunity to learn
and admire the beautiful subtleties of Japanese culture in
general and Kyotos life in particular. My wife’s most
favorite KAHF event has been the annual BBQ party at
Ohara. We are deeply thankful to the KAHF management
and the participating families for their generous support
and active guidance. KAHF events are always well
organized and interesting to participate.

In my opinion, international students who do not join
KAHF miss a great deal of festivities of life in Japan. After
my graduation, I plan to write a brief manual for the new
coming students about joining KAHF and its multifold
advantages to learn about Japanese way of life and culture.

One KAHF feature which needs a special mention here is
the equal treatment for all kinds of students, without any
discrimination of color, race or country. KAHF families’
deep respect for other cultures reflects the generosity and
kindness of Japanese people. Our deepest thanks to all
KAHF members and the management for their time and
efforts to arrange an array of exciting events around the
year.

We pray for the long and healthy life of our Okaasan and
Otousan. We wish we keep on knowing each other in such
good terms for the rest of our lives. KAHF is a great
organization, with plenty of awesome people who are
willing to share their personal time and space with foreign
students. That’s truly remarkable.

Sajid & Family
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