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Hello. | was asked by my host mother to write something about my experience in Japan. I first asked
myself: “where should | begin with?”. It’s so hard to express as | realized | never had the opportunity to
put into words all the emotions, experiences and learning’s of my life in Japan.

| recall | applied for a “host mother” at my university’s foreign students’ office. Because | am a “Japanese
nisei” — yes my parents are Japanese — | wondered if they would find me anyone to be my “mother”. No
matter that, | decided to look for her.

For my surprise, Fukui-san “adopted” me.

| first met “Hisako okaasan” in Kyoto. A joyful young and caring lady who was introduced to me at the
KAHF meeting. She was adorable. | promptly liked her as she introduced me to the whole family.

It happened that suddenly | not only had someone to call “okaasan” in Japan, but also “otoosan” and two
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younger brothers! | had always dreamed of having younger siblings! | recall playing ping-pong at her
house. Dinner table just turned into a ping-pong table. Imagine the fuss! I felt like home, away from
home.
It is interesting to say, after almost 25 years how much she and her family meant to me.
| was away from home, half the planet away, for the first time in my life. Away from everyone | knew. In a
land I knew no one but my foreign student friends at the dorm.
One weekend, okaasan took me to Byodoin in Uji. What an amazing temple! (I confess until then, as a
student and obviously counted resources, | had never entered a “paid” temple).
She taught me about the temple, which is printed on ten yen coins, one of the oldest standing temples in
Japan. She taught me how it was built without a single nail. It was totally built on embedded wood. It was
built in wood with perfect fit that survived numerous earthquakes and yet stood still. | was mesmerized. |
recall she knew everything about it and taught me with shining eyes.
She taught me Byodoin was home for the sects of Jodo-shu and Tendai-shu. (I also confess that |
checked onto the internet now, as | couldnt recall the names of the sects, but | confirm she knew
everything!). | could tell she was proud to show me the history of Uji and she made me intrigued with the
beauty of that story. Beautiful place, incredible history, wonderful “guide”.
Who was she? Why did she take me to a temple? Why was she so nice?
She was my “guide”. She was a person who stood by my side to teach me about Japan. She taught me
about manners, and most importantly about how to relate to others... and never expected anything in
return.
She is a generous hearted person who stood by my side teaching how to love Japan and all what
surrounded me. One cannot imagine how much her guidance allowed my inner growth. She kept being
my Japanese Okaasan even after my graduation and return to
Brazil as every time | visit Japan, she is always there, treating
me with nice luncheons and wonderful updates. A family away
from my homeland. Definitely a family that is part of my life for
the whole time.
So much | miss her and the whole family. One can only know
the importance of this kind of relationship if only she or he
experiences this same journey which | wished everyone had
the chance to experience.
Jan 30", 2015
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